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1. ACCOMPANIED BY DCM HOLMES, I DISCUSSED CONTENTS REPTEL 
TODAY WITH ERIC OTOO, SENIOR PRINCIPAL SECRETARY MINISTRY 
OP POREIGN APPAIRS AND GEORGE LAMPTEY, DIRECTOR EUROPE AND 
AMERICAS DIVISION. NEITHER HAD HEARD OP ALLEGATIONS IN 
ETHIOPIAN HERALD BUT BOTH FELT THAT IN VIEW OF THEIR 
SERIOUS NATURE EXTENSIVELY INVOLVING GHANA AND THEIR PATENT 
PALSITY THEY SHOULD BE REFUTED. I INDICATED THAT WHILE 

USG MADE A PRACTICE OP NOT RESPONDING TO ANY SUCH ATTACKS 
INVOLVING CIA, WE WOULD WELCOME STATEMENT BY GOG IN THIS 
CASE. OPPICIALS VOLUNTEERED THAT AS SOON AS REPORT OP 
ARTICLE WAS RECEIVED FROM GHANAIAN EMBASSY IN ADDIS THEY 
WOULD CONSIDER POSSIBILITY ARRANGING POR DENIAL BY GHANAIAN 
EMBASSY TO BE ISSUED IN THAT CITY. 

2. IN DUSCUSSING ORIGIN OP HERALD ARTICLE THERE WAS 
AGREEMENT ON BOTH SIDES THAT IT ALMOST CERTAINLY COULD BE 
ATTRIBUTED TO SOVIETS, WHO OBVIOUSLY SEIZED ON MY JUNE 24 
MEETING WITH ACTING POREIGN MINISTER (REPORTED SEPTEL) 

TO DEVELOP A PANCIPUL STORY DESIGNED TO DRIVE A WEDGE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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BETWEEN GHANA AND US. LAMPTEY NOTED WRYLY THAT SOVIET 
CHARGE HAD SIMILAR MEETING WITH ACTING POREIGN MINISTER 
ON SAME DAY. 

3. COMMENT: IN LIGHT OP RECENT ASSURANCES TO ME BY 
CHAIRMAN ACHEAMPONG, FOREIGN APPAIRS COMMISSIONER FEI.T.T 
AND SENIOR GOG SECURITY OPFICIALS THAT IT IS THE USSR, NOT 
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THE USG, THAT THEY SUSPECT OF "PLAYING GAMES" HERE, WE 
DO NOT THINK STORY WILL HAVE MUCH IMPACT LOCALLY. OTOO 
AND LAMPTEY DOUBT THAT GHANAIAN PRESS WOULD EVEN PLAY THE 
STORY. WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN BUT ARE INCLINED TO AGREE. 

PLEASE ADVISE IF DEPARTMENT HAS ANY PROBLEM WITH GHANAIANS 
ISSUING SOME KIND OF DENIAL IN ADDIS. 

SMITH 
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